
Board of Education Office
50 Sheffield Street

Old Saybrook, CT  06475
(860) 395-3157

The Old Saybrook Board of Education met remotely in a Regular Session on Tuesday, March , 2021, at the Board of
Education Office, Old Saybrook, CT 06475.

Board Members Others
Tara Barros Jan Perruccio, Superintendent of Schools
Cindy Sultini (Arrived at 7:03PM) Julie Pendleton, Director of Operations, Facilities, and Finance
Karina Julius Amity Goss, Director of Curriculum, Instruction, and Assessment
George Chang Sheila Riffle, OSHS Principal
Karen Brodeur
Eileen Baker
Jim Henderson

I. CALL TO ORDER/PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Chairman Barros called the meeting to order at 7:01PM.

II. COMMUNITY COMMUNICATIONS

Student Representative Report

Sports Update
The boys’ basketball team has a record of 5-3, and the girls’ basketball team has a
record of 2-5. Both teams have been playing without fans and the games are
live-streamed, which has been a great option for relatives and friends who don’t live
in the area. Track teams are continuing to practice in hopes of having outdoor meets
in the Spring.

Drama Update
The drama club has started to rehearse after school for their Spring musical
production. The show will consist of solo, duet, trio, and quartet songs from various
popular musicals, and the production will be live-streamed on April 9.

Recent Covid Cases
There were two new positive cases in the last week at the high school, which resulted
in student quarantines. The first group returned Monday, March 8, and the second
group Tuesday, March 9.

Race/Equity Workshop
A race/equity workshop was held on Thursday, February 25. It was the first workshop
that will aim to make Old Saybrook High School a more equitable environment. Old
Saybrook High School alumnus Elijah Manning discussed his own experiences on the



topic; his anecdotes were a helpful insight into how Old Saybrook High School can
improve.

National Honor Society Projects
The National Honor Society has taken on two new projects: a peer tutoring service
and a movie fundraiser. The peer tutoring service will be available for all students
during the day, and even students that are not part of the National Honor Society will
be able to be tutors. Both projects are just getting underway but should be finalized in
the next few weeks.

Chairman Barros welcomed prospective 2021-2022 student representative Laura Day.

Correspondence

There was no correspondence presented to the Board of Education.

III. MEETING MINUTES

Baker/Sultini

“Move to approve the February 23, 2021, regular meeting minutes, as presented”

MOTION: CARRIED (7-0-0)

IV. EDUCATION ISSUES FOR DISCUSSION AND POSSIBLE ACTION

Course Update - News Media Now

Curriculum Director Goss, with Old Saybrook High School English teachers, Eddie
Vautrain and Kristen Hunter, proposed a significant revision to Old Saybrook High
School’s journalism course, which will be renamed News Media Now to reflect the
updates. News Media Now will provide opportunities for practical application of
English language arts skills during internship experiences in journalism and
communications. This combination of capstone and internship opportunities within
the structure of an English course will deepen students’ learning while providing
support as students engage in these higher-level projects. Additionally, it will allow
students to personalize their high school studies, potentially connecting their
internships and Capstone Projects to future careers in communications.

Baker/Sultini

“Move to approve the News Media Now pilot course at Old Saybrook High
School, as presented”

MOTION: CARRIED (7-0-0)



Course Proposal - A.P. Statistics

Curriculum Director Goss, with Stacie Anderson, Math Instructional Leader, and Jen
Emery and Melissa Barnes, Old Saybrook High School Math Teachers, proposed the
addition of Advanced Placement Statistics to the high school math course offerings.
For several years, the math department has been considering including a statistics
course in the program of studies. This year’s world events have made it clear that an
understanding of statistics is necessary for informed citizenship.  As an Advanced
Placement course, students enrolled in this course will have the opportunity to earn
college credit while still in high school. AP Statistics will be open to all students who
have completed Algebra II.

Baker/Brodeur

“Move to approve the new A.P. Statistics pilot course at Old Saybrook High
School, as presented”

MOTION: CARRIED (7-0-0)

Food Services Presentation

Director Pendleton presented an update of the District’s Food Services program,
outlining the program’s revenues and expenses over the last year. Director Pendleton
also went into detail regarding the District’s remote ordering system and the
operational strategies that program has employed during the pandemic. Director
Pendleton concluded with a discussion regarding planning for the future of Food
Services and the unknowns that the District is facing, including, but not limited to:

- future learning models: remote, hybrid, in-school
- product cost increases
- continuation of free meal programs and possible federal funds

Field Lighting Update

The Superintendent reported that the town is planning to complete the application
process for the High School Lighting on the Turf Field. This process consists of a
series of meetings with various boards as outlined below:

- Planning Commission 4/7-  Review of the project to meet the standards of
Conservation and development in accordance with the town’s plan for
improvements

- Architectural Review Board   4/26- Review of the project to make sure it
meets the design  criteria consistent with the town’s overall design goals and
objectives

- Zoning Commission 5/3- Review of the project to make sure it adheres to and
meets the zoning regulations established by the town.



The purpose of these meetings is to have the approvals in place should the project be
funded in the future. There is no plan for funding for this project from either the town
or the Board of Education at this time.

V. EXECUTIVE SESSION

Baker/Brodeur

“Move to enter into Executive Session at 8:26 PM for the purpose of discussing
collective bargaining and letters of employment”

MOTION: CARRIED (7-0-0)

Superintendent Perruccio and Director Pendleton were invited into the
Executive Session.

VI. RETURN TO OPEN SESSION

The Board returned to open session at 8:50 PM.

Brodeur/Baker

“Move to approve the proposed Tentative Agreement between the Board of
Education and the Paraeducators’ Union, as presented”

MOTION: CARRIED (7-0-0)

VII. REMINDERS

● Board of Finance Meeting - March 16 - 7:00PM
● Board of Education Regular Meeting – March 23 – 7:00PM
● Board of Education Regular Meeting - April 6 - 7:00PM
● All Events and Meetings May be Cancelled or Conducted Remotely

VIII. ADJOURNMENT

Baker/Sultini

“Move to adjourn at 8:53PM”

MOTION: CARRIED (7-0-0)



Karen Brodeur, Secretary
Old Saybrook Board of Education

Minutes recorded and typed by:
Trent Gerbers, Executive Assistant
*DRAFT -  Subject to approval at the next BOE meeting


